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WELCOME TO
WATSONIA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our Vision

At Watsonia Primary School our purpose is to embed an achievement culture,
aiming to develop the talents and capabilities of each child by having
expectations that are challenging, appropriate and checkable.

To develop socially well-adjusted students who will become effective and

productive members of the global community.

Our Values

PRIDE Learning HONESTY Kesifience RESPECT Teumwork
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PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

Welcome to Watsonia Primary School where students, teachers and parents work together
to provide a quality teaching and learning environment.

Our school provides students with a comprehensive curriculum and a focus on building
social competencies that develop self-confidence and resilience. Our spacious playgrounds
and play equipment ensure that students have a wide range of activities during recess and
lunchtime.

The curriculum provided at Watsonia Primary School covers English and Mathematics with
an Integrated Curriculum program focusing on Science, Technology, Humanities and
Personal Learning. We have specialist teachers for Music, Physical Education, Art and
LOTE (ltalian). There are also student support programs assisting those who require help
with literacy and numeracy. Students who excel are also extended and challenged.

The dedicated teaching staff at Watsonia Primary School work as a team to provide a
sequential learning program for students. The partnership between school and home is
supported by regular communication of student progress, written reports and parent teacher
interviews.

Parent participation in all aspects of school life is encouraged, and this is another way in
which we build the strong partnership that is fundamental to life at Watsonia Primary School.

As your child and family join our learning community, we know you will be welcomed and
very quickly feel like part of our school family.

If you have any queries or concerns, please give the school a call on 9435 2917.

Paul Johnson
Principal
Watsonia Primary School.
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Our School

Our dedicated and caring staff share a strong commitment to student welfare and
maximising educational opportunities for all students. Staff are committed to ongoing
professional development and to providing innovative and stimulating learning
opportunities for all our children.

We implement high quality teaching and learning programs where children are developed
to their maximum potential. Children are respected for their individuality and are
encouraged to become empowered individuals who take control of their learning through a
cooperative classroom approach.

The school strives for academic excellence with particular emphasis on the recognition
that all children bring individual talents with the need to be extended and challenged.
There is a commitment to the personal growth of each child and the school places great
importance on the development of responsibility, compassion, care for self and others and
respect for the environment.

The curriculum is delivered through a 'process' model of curriculum design that is
integrated with a strong emphasis on the development of skills, concepts, knowledge and
values in the eight key learning areas. All students are challenged to use a range of
thinking strategies for problem solving and learning. Early Years and Middle Years
programs operate throughout the school providing students with a wide range of teaching
and learning opportunities. The school follows the Victorian curriculum standards and
implements programs in English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, The Arts, Language
Other Than English and Health and Physical Education.

Our School offers Social Competencies programs, Camping and Swimming programs,
Interschool Sport, Literacy Support in all classes, Digital Investigation, L.O.T.E, Excursions
and Whole School activities, Family Life Program, School Captains, a wide range of
student Leadership positions and Junior School Council. Transition programs are well
established between secondary schools and neighbouring pre-schools.

We look forward to welcoming your family to Watsonia Primary School and being part of
your child’s educational journey.
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2027 Term Dates
Term One

Teachers return Wednesday January 27"
Pupil Free Day Thursday January 28"
Students return Friday January 29" (Years 1-6)

Prep Entry Interviews Friday 29" January, until Thursday 4" February.

(your child will be asked to attend a 1 hour appointment with their teacher for a Prep Entry Assessment during this time)
Prep Students commence Thursday February 4™

Term One finishes Thursday March 25"

Term Two

Monday, April 12" - Friday, June 25™
Term Three

Monday, July 12" - Friday, September 17t
Term Four

Monday, October 4" — Friday, December 17"

Note: Children are dismissed at 2:30pm on the final day of terms 1, 2 and 3, and 1:30pm on the final day of term 4.

School Hours
Prep Students

04/02/2027 - 12/02/2027
Preps will commence at 9:00am and finish at 2:30pm

15/02/2027 — onwards Normal school days and hours apply.

Normal School Hours
Monday — Friday 9.00am — 3.30pm

Arrival and Dismissal

8.45am Teachers commence Yard Duty.
8.57am Music is played for 3 minutes to allow time to walk to the morning assembly area.
9.00am Final morning bell

11.00am — 11.30am Recess

12.30pm — 12.40pm Inside eating time
12.40pm — 1.30pm  Lunch outside
3.30pm Dismissal bell

Wet /Extreme Hot Days
Children will not be sent outside at recess or lunchtime when it is raining or too cold, or too hot.
They will be supervised in their classrooms.
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Enrolment of Prep Students

Children must be 5 years on or before April 30th, 2027. We require proof of your child’s date of birth
and completion of an admission form before their commencement at school.

To enroll your child you should bring:
e |Immunisation certificate
e Proof of date of birth
e Emergency contact details (names and phone numbers)

PLEASE ADVISE THE SCHOOL IF YOUR CONTACT DETAILS CHANGE.

Before School Begins

There are many things that will help your child settle into school.
Some of these are:

¢ share your excitement about school

4 teach your child to say, write and recognise his or her name. If you teach your child to write his
or her name, making sure you use appropriate upper and lower case letters. e.g. Bobby

¢ label ALL belongings and help your child to recognise his/her belongings. Please do not bring
expensive toys to school.

Please ensure your child can:

¢ Take off and put on his/her shoes. Being able to tie shoelaces will be beneficial to all. Velcro is
even easier.

¢ Unwrap a lunch, eat it and tidy up without assistance.

¢ Use a toilet without assistance and please stress the importance of ALWAYS washing their
hands after a visit to the toilet.

¢ Being able to dress and undress themselves.
¢ If your child will be walking to school, go over the route you will take.
¢ Always use a school crossing.

Safety
Please support us in teaching your child:

1. to go home from school with a parent or caregiver (If no-one is there to collect them, go to the
canteen steps where the yard duty teacher will supervise if no-one is waiting);

2. to know the correct way to cross a street;
3. not to leave the school grounds without permission; and

4. not to accept gifts or lifts from strangers.
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What to Bring

Art Smock
- an old shirt is fantastic for this purpose — just cut off the sleeves to above wrist length on
your child, and perhaps you could put elastic into the cuffs.

School Bag
- to hold lunch and schoolwork, books etc.

Spare Change of Clothing
- including underwear and socks in case of an accident.

A box of tissues

Lunch and a mid-morning snack
- Make sure your child knows what to eat for lunch and what to eat for their snack.
- Drinks are to be a juice box or in a plastic/steel bottle. (No glass containers please.)
- Lunchtime runs between 12:40 — 1:30 pm. Children eat lunch indoors at 12:30pm.

Uniform

School Uniform is compulsory at Watsonia Primary School.

The following items are available from the school uniform shop at reasonable prices.
e POLO SHIRT Maroon with embroidered school logo.

e TRACK PANTS & SHORTS Plain black: no jeans, stripes or company logos.

e WINDCHEATER Bottle green with school logo (or approved grade 6 windcheater).
e SUMMER DRESS

e HATS: legionnaire and wide-brim slouch hats. Must be bottle green and must have the school

logo. Hats are compulsory in terms 1 and 4.
A black bucket hat will be offered for Grade 6 students only.
e SCHOOL BAG: optional.
e WHITE OR BLACK SOCKS*
e SHOES* Black (or mostly black) shoes or runners.
* Not stocked in uniform shop

If your child is unable to wear the correct uniform on a particular day, please advise the class teacher
(note). If purchasing a school uniform presents a problem for your family, please discuss this with
the principal or Business Manager.
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Curriculum

Victorian schools work to a set of guidelines, following the national curriculum standards which is
called Victorian Curriculum, which outlines what is crucial for all students to learn from Prep to Year
10. Schools use the Standards to plan their teaching and learning programs, including assessment
and reporting of student progress

The Standards outline what is important for students to learn during their time at school.

The Standards ensure that students continue learning traditional subjects such as English,
Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Languages and the Arts. Within these subjects, students learn
the physical, personal and social skills they need in life.

During the first years of learning in primary schools, teachers aim to create a safe and happy
environment where students are valued, praised, and encouraged rather than constantly tested.

In Prep to Year 4, students are encouraged to make sense of the world around them through real-
life experiences.

In line with Government Policy, Watsonia Primary School allocates 10 hours to Literacy and 5 hours
to numeracy per week.

We continually update and build upon our resources to assist the children, which includes children /
teacher resources and professional development for all staff.

An emphasis is placed on developing the whole child.

Reporting to Parents

Prep Interviews

Prep students and parents are allocated a 60 minute individual interview time at the beginning of the
year. The bookings are made on a Wednesday during February. Prep students meet with the teacher
for individualised testing and then there is time available for parents to meet with the teacher to share
important information about their child.

Written Reports
Written progress reports are provided in June and December. An updated progress report is
available at any time of the year upon request.

Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews

Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews for all classes take place in February and July. It is essential
that you attend these meetings to discuss your child’s development. Children can attend these
meetings with you.

Appointment times are offered via Compass prior to interviews.

If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher or the Principal at any other time, please contact the
school so that a mutually convenient time can be arranged.

We look forward to meeting with you!
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Parent Participation

By supporting and becoming actively involved in school activities you can help maintain the quality
of your child’s school experience.

Parents and Friends Group

The Parents and Friends Group meets once a month. Details of meetings are announced in the
school’s newsletter. This group of parents raise money and provide special activities for our school.
You are invited to join the group or simply support their activities.

School Council

The School Council comprises parents, the principal, staff and sometimes community members. It
assists in setting the educational policy of a school. Membership is limited in numbers, but is open
to all interested parents. Elections are held annually in March.

Working With Your Child at Home

Helping at Home

Look at the work your child brings home and talk about it.

Place it on the fridge or a notice board to show that it is important.

Be a good listener. Encourage your child to talk about his / her day at school.
Read and enjoy stories together, particularly at bedtime.

Out of School Hours Program

Watsonia Primary school offers a safe and secure Before & After school care program for children
which is provided by Theircare. The program operates on site.

Hours of operation: Before School Care 7.00am to 8.50am
After School Care 3.00pm to 6:00pm

The program operates on all school days from the start of term 1. Details (costs, times) can be
obtained by contacting Theircare:

Telephone: 1300 072 410
Website: https://theircare.com.au/

When attending the Service, the children receive healthy, nutritious snacks. Afternoon tea follows
the Heart Smart Choices food strategy; this includes a serving of fresh fruit and vegetables every
afternoon. Examples of the food provided include; a selection of sandwiches, salada biscuits, or rice
crackers with various toppings, and water is the preferred drink. Cooking experiences the children
engage in are offered as an accompaniment to the snack provided.
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Excursions and Incursions

Lots of exciting activities take place at school!

Excursions and events play important roles in our school program. Please allow your child to
participate in these experiences for their social and educational value. All excursion notices will
include details of the excursion and the cost.

Student Welfare and Well Being

Making Watsonia Primary School a better place to work and play is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Code of Conduct is based upon certain principles: Students have the following RIGHTS:

e To feel SAFE

@)
@)
@)
@)

O

comfort others

follow expectations

keep hands off

treat others as you would like to be
treated

help others

° To EXPRESS OPINIONS and ASK
QUESTIONS

@)
@)
@)

speak appropriately
listen to others
maintain control be kind

e To be HAPPY and have FUN

@)
O
O

@)
O

be nice

find humour

make kind remarks (don’t put others
down)

be positive

treat others as you want to be treated

e ToLEARN

o

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
@)

strive for accuracy

want to learn

listen

let others learn

be confident

be positive

give effort

think independently

‘have a go’

take responsible risks
appreciate the accomplishments of others
allow others to be creative.

e To be TREATED FAIRLY and with RESPECT

o

O O O

treat others as you would like to be treated
show respect to others

be honest

believe others

e Students are responsible for ensuring that their rights and the rights of others are respected and
are obliged to obey the school expectations

e Teachers should be able to teach in an atmosphere of co-operation

e Parents have an obligation to support the school in its efforts to provide a harmonious teaching
and learning environment for the children

e All members of staff are obliged to implement the Code of Conduct consistently, in a fair and
reasonable manner

Our Approach to Student Welfare
At Watsonia Primary School we take a positive approach to behaviour to encourage personal
responsibility and self-discipline. We are committed to the following strategies:
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provide social competencies programs to build self esteem and resiliency

giving regular positive reinforcement to improve social skills

encouraging friendships and establishing ‘Buddy’ systems across the school

encouraging children to accept responsibility for their actions

providing supervision and support in the school grounds and classrooms

acknowledging student achievements in the newsletter, at assemblies and through awards
etc.
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Our school’'s Student Welfare Plans are made in consultation with the children and include:
class expectations

playground rules

rewards for appropriate behaviour

a hierarchy of logical consequences for inappropriate behaviour

Serious and continued breaches of school expectations may lead to suspension/expulsion
procedures in line with DEECD guidelines.

Our expectations help to keep Watsonia a safe, happy, co-operative place where all members of
the school community are treated fairly and with respect.

The school expectations are based on the following guidelines:

work as well as you can and let others do the same

respect others through your speech and manners

care for yourselves, others and property

resolve problems calmly, sensibly and fairly

e move and play safely in the correct areas

Each term the school expectations and consequences are reviewed to ensure they are still applicable
and in line with the school values of Respect, Learning, Pride, Honesty and Teamwork.

Student Health

Medical Checks

During the year a nurse from the School Medical Service will attend to see all Prep children. You will
be asked to fill in medical forms and a permission form before this visit.

Dental Service

Dental Health Services Victoria provides free dental care to all Primary School children. Dental
Services operate out of Heidelberg and Eltham. You will be required to fill out an information form if
you would like your child to obtain dental services.

SunSmart Policy

The School Council has been advised by the Anti Cancer Council that during first and fourth terms,
it is mandatory for children to wear one of the three styles of school hats. These styles are:

1. Legionnaire (long flaps that cover the ears and neck, Grades Prep to 5)

2. Broad brimmed hats. (Green, Grades Prep to 5)

3. Bucket hats. (Black, Grade 6 only)

These hats may be purchased from the office during school hours. Children without a hat will not be
permitted to take part in any outdoor activities. They will be required to stay inside or sit in the shade.

Medication

If Medication is required to be taken at school, a note must be obtained from the office. Medication
must be in its original packaging and clearly labelled, indicating your child’s name, dosage required,
and time to be administered. No medicine will be given to a child unless a signed note is provided
by a parent.
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Absences

If your child will be absent from school please use the Compass App to advise us of your child’s
absence and length of absence. School protocol is to telephone parents/guardians of absent
students if we have not been notified to ensure student safety.

Please inform the school if your child is to leave school before the usual dismissal time. A responsible
adult must sign the early dismissal book in the office and then collect the child from class.

Family holidays
Please notify the school via compass if you intend on taking your child/ren on a holiday during
term.

Please speak to your classroom teacher if your child is likely to be absent for a long time.

Sick Bay
If your child is ill or has an accident, all staff are fully trained in first-aid and will attend to your child.

It is most important that your telephone number and the telephone numbers of your emergency
contacts are all correct and kept up-to-date. If your telephone number is changed for any reason, or
if you have a mobile number, please inform the office as soon as possible.

If we are unable to contact the parents of a seriously sick or injured child, we will take appropriate
action to see that the child gets urgent medical assistance. The cost of any medical, hospital or
ambulance charges will be borne by the parent.

Other Information

Notices

Sometimes notices will be sent out regarding such things as:
¢ out of uniform day

4 sausage sizzle

4 excursions
These are usually included in the school's weekly newsletter, which is sent home via compass weekly.
Please help your child by checking his / her school bag and responding to Notices by the due date.

We encourage students not to share food at school. Please remind your child to not accept food from others
or to share food with others.

Money, Toys and Trading Cards

Please do not let your child bring excessive pocket money or expensive toys to school. Likewise, please do
not let your child bring fragile or very valuable articles to school, as damage or loss are likely. Trading cards
are also not permitted at school, as we cannot accept responsibility for lost or damaged property, toys, etc.

Lost Property

Children's belongings and items of clothing should be labelled clearly with your child's name.
If your child loses clothing please check the pegs outside the classroom and the lost property box at the Office.
Please regularly re-label windcheaters and hats.

School Grounds

We are fortunate to have large, attractive grounds. Teachers supervise the grounds every playtime and
lunchtime as well as before and after school. NO child is permitted to leave the grounds during the day unless
accompanied by an authorised adult.
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